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The ‘super year’ of elections has been super bad for incumbents
as voters punish them in droves

By DAVID RISING, JILL
LAWLESS and NICHOLAS
RICCARDI

Associated Press
BANGKOK (AP) — Whether
on the left or the right,
regardless of how long
they’ve been in power,
sitting governments
around the world have
been drubbed this year by
disgruntled voters in what
has been called the “super
year” for elections.

Donald Trump’s victory
in the U.S. presidential
election was just the latest
in a long line of losses for
incumbent parties in 2024,
with people in some 70
countries accounting for
about half the world’s
population going to the
polls.

Issues driving voter
discontent have varied
widely, though there has
been almost universal
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malaise since the COVID-19
pandemic as people and
businesses struggle to get
back on their feet while
facing stubbornly high
prices, cash-strapped
governments and a surge
in migration.

“There’s an overall sense
of frustration with political
elites, viewing them as out
of touch, that cuts across
ideological lines,” said
Richard Wike, director of
global attitudesresearch at
the Pew Research Center.
He noted that a Pew poll
of 24 countries found that
the appeal of democracy
itself was slipping as
voters reported increasing
economic distress and
a sense that no political
faction truly represents
them.

“Lots of factors are driving
this,” Wike said, “but
certainly feelings about the
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More logging is proposed to help curb wildfires in the U.S. Pacific

Northwest

By MATTHEW BROWN

Associated Press

U.S. officials would allow increased logging
on federal lands across the Pacific North-
west in the name of fighting wildfires and
boosting rural economies under proposed
changes to a sweeping forest manage-
ment plan that’s been in place for three
decades.

The U.S. Forest Service proposal, released
Friday, would overhaul the Northwest For-
est Plan that governs about 38,000 square
miles (99,000 square kilometers) in Oregon,
Washington and California.

The plan was adopted in 1994 under Presi-
dent Bill Clinton amid pressure to curb de-
structive logging practices that resulted
in widespread clearcuts and destroyed
habitat used by spotted owls. Timber har-
vests dropped dramatically in subsequent
years, spurring political backlash.

But federal officials now say worsening
wildfires due to climate change mean
forests must be more actively managed
to increase their resiliency. Increased log-
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ging also would provide a more predict-
able supply of trees for timber companies,
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Old-growth Douglas fir trees stand along the Salmon River Trail, June 25, 2004, in Mt. Hood National Forest outside

officials said, helping rural
economies that have suf-
fered after lumber mills shut
down and forestry jobs dis-
appeared.

The proposal could in-
crease annual timber har-
vests by at least 33% and
potentially more than
200%, according to a draft
environmental study. The
number of timber-related
jobs would increase ac-
cordingly.

Harvest volumes from the
17 national forests covered
by the Northwest Forest
Plan averaged about 445
million board feet annually
over the past decade, ac-
cording to government fig-
ures.

Cutting more trees would
help reduce wildfire risk and
make communities safer,
the study concluded. That
would be accomplished
in part by allowing cuts in
some areas with stands of
trees up to 120 years old
— up from the current age
threshold of 80 years.The
change could help foster
conditions conducive to
growing larger, old growth
trees that are more resis-
tant to fire, by removing
younger trees, officials said.
A separate pending pro-
posal from President Joe
Biden’s administration aims
to increase protections
nationwide for old growth
trees, which play a signifi-
cant role in storing climate
change-inducing carbon
dioxide.

“Much has changed in

Y

Associated Press
society and science since
the Northwest Forest Plan
was created,” Jacque Bu-
chanan, regional forester
for the Forest Service’s Pa-
cific  Northwest Region,
said in a statement. He said
the proposal would help
the agency adapt to shift-
ing conditions, as global
warming increases the fre-
quency of droughts and
other extreme weather
events.

The proposed plan also
calls for closer cooperation
between the Forest Service
and Native American tribes
to tap into tribal knowledge
about forest management.
Tribes were excluded when
the 1994 plan was crafted.
Environmentalists greeted
the proposal with skepti-
cism. The group Oregon
Wild said it was “deeply
troubling” that the Forest
Service would release the
proposal just ahead of a
change in presidential ad-
ministrations.

“It appears that the Forest
Service wants to abandon
the fundamental purpose
of the Northwest Forest
Plan-protecting fish and
wildlife and the mature
and old-growth forests
they need to survive,” John
Persell, an attorney for the
group, said in a statement.
During former President
Donald Trump’s first term,
administration officials
sought to open millions of
acres of West Coast forest
to new logging by stripping
habitat protections..]
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certainly feelings about the
economy and inflation are
a big factor.”

Since the pandemic hit
in 2020, incumbents have
been removed from office
in 40 of 54 elections in
Western democracies,
said Steven Levitsky, a
political scientist at Harvard
University, revealing
“a huge incumbent
disadvantage.”

In Britain, the right-of-center
Conservatives suffered
their worst result since 1832
in July’s election, which
returned the center-left
Labour Party to power after
14 years.

But just across the English
Channel, the far right
rocked the governing
parties of France and
Germany, the European
Union’s biggest and most
powerful members, in June
elections for the parliament
of the 27-nation bloc.

The results pushed French
President Emmanuel
Macron to call a
parliamentary election in
hope of stemming a far-
right surge at home. The
anti-immigration  National
Rally party won the first
round, but alliances and
tactical voting knocked it
down to third place in the
second round, producing a
fragile government atop a
divided legislature.

In Asia, a group of
South Korean liberal
opposition parties, led by
the Democratic Party,
defeated the ruling
conservative People
Power Party in April’s

parliamentary elections.
India’s Narendra Modi,
meanwhile, had been
widely expected to easily
sweep to a third straight
term in June but instead
voters turned away from his
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party in droves,
costing it its majority in
parliament, though it was
able to remain in power
with the help of allies.
Likewise, Japanese voters
in October punished the
Liberal Democratic Party,
which has governed the
country nearly without
interruption since 1955.
Japanese Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba will stay in
power, but the greater-
than-expected loss ended
the LDP’s one-sided rule,
giving the opposition a
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Britain’s outgoing Conservative Party Prime Minister Rishi Sunak looks down as he makes a short speech outside 10 Downing Street

before going to see King Charles Ill to tender his resignation in London, Friday, July 5, 2024.

chance to achieve policy
changes long opposed by
the conservatives.

“If you were to ask me to
explain Japanin avacuum,
that’s not too difficult,” said
Paul Nadeau, an adjunct
assistant professor at
Temple University’s Japan
campus in Tokyo.

“Voters were punishing
an incumbent party for
a corruption scandal,
and this gave them a
chance to express a lot
more frustrations that they
already had.”

Globally, however, it’s
harder to draw conclusions.
“This is pretty consistent
across different situations,
different countries, different
elections — incumbents
are getting a crack on the
shins,” he said. “And | don’t
have any good big picture
explanations for why that
is.”

Rob Ford, professor of
political science at the
University of Manchester,
said inflation has been
a major driver of “the
greatest wave of anti-
incumbent voting ever
seen” —though the reasons
behind the backlash may
also be “broader and more
diffuse.”

“It could be something
directly to do with the

long-term effects of the
COVID pandemic — a big
wave of ill health, disrupted
education, disrupted
workplace experiences
and so forth making people
less happy everywhere,
and they are taking it out
on governments,” he said.
“A kind of electoral long
CoVvID.”

In South Africa, high
unemployment and
inequality helped drive a
dramatic loss of support

for the African National
Congress, which had
governed for three

decades since the end
of the apartheid system
of white minority rule.
The party once led by
Nelson Mandela lost its
parliamentary majority in
May’s election and was
forced to go into coalition
with opposition parties.
Other elections in Africa
presented a mixed picture,
said Alex Vines, director
of the African Program at
the international affairs
think tank Chatham House,
partially clouded by
countries with authoritarian
leaders whose reelections
were not in doubt, like
Rwanda’s long-serving
President Paul Kagame
who got 99% of the vote.

In African countries

with
institutions,
pattern  of
being punished
Vines said.

“The countries with stronger
institutions — South Africa,
Senegal, Botswana —
have witnessed either a
government of national
unity or change of party of
government,” he said.

In Botswana, voters
unexpectedly ejected a
party that had ruled for 58
years since independence
from Britain in an October

strong democratic
however, the

incumbents
holds,

election.
Vines said that across
the continent, “you’ve

got this electorate now
who have no memory of
decolonization or the end
of apartheid and so have
different priorities, who are
also feeling the cost-of-
living pressures.”

In Latin America, one
major country stands
out for bucking the anti-
incumbent wave — Mexico.
Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador, limited to a single
term, selected Claudia
Sheinbaum, a member of
his party, to succeed him.
Sheinbaum easily won
the presidency in June’s
election.

Wike noted that Mexico is
one of the few countries in

el

Associated Press

Pew’s survey where voters
reported satisfaction with
economic conditions.
Some newcomers to office
have already found that
the honeymoon following
their victories has been
short, as people have
rapidly turned on them.
British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer has seen his
approval ratings plummet
from a jaded electorate
that wants lower prices
and better public services
— but is deeply skeptical
of politicians’ intention and
ability to deliver change.
Ford, of the University of
Manchester, said it’'s a
problem for democracy
when voters, whose task
is to hold governments to
account, are so quick to
pass judgment.

“If voters are the electoral
equivalent of a hanging
judge, putting politicians to
the gallows whether they
be guilty or innocent, then
what incentive is there for
governments to try?” he
asked. “The angels and
the devils get chucked out
alike, but being an angel is
harder.”

Trump first came to power
as a challenger in the 2016
election, and then lost as
an incumbent in the 2020
election to Joe Biden.4
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Salmon return to lay eggs in historic habitat after largest dam
removal project in US history

By HALLIE GOLDEN
Associated Press

A giant female Chinook
salmon flips on her side
in the shallow water and
wriggles wildly, using her
tail to carve out a nest in
the riverbed as her body
glistens in the sunlight. In
another moment, males
butt into each other as they
jockey for a good position
to fertilize eggs.

These are scenes local
tribes have dreamed of
seeing for decades as
they fought to bring down

four hydroelectric dams
blocking passage  for
struggling salmon along

more than 400 miles (644
kilometers) of the Klamath
River and its tributaries
along the Oregon-
California border.

Now, less than a month
after those dams came
down in the largest dam
removal project in U.S.
history, salmon are once
more returning to spawn
in cool creeks that have
been cut off to them for
generations. Video shot
by the Yurok Tribe show
that hundreds of salmon
have made it to tributaries

In this image taken from an underwater video provided by Swiftwater Films, a salmon swims in a

Klamath River tributary in October, 2024.

between the former Iron
Gate and Copco dams, a
hopeful sign for the newly
freed waterway.

“Seeing salmon spawning
above the former dams
fills my heart,” said Joseph
L. James, chairman of
the Yurok Tribe. “Our
salmon are coming home.
Klamath Basin tribes fought
for decades to make this

day a reality because our
future generations deserve
to inherit a healthier river
from the headwaters to the
sea.”

The Klamath River flows from
its headwaters in southern
Oregon and across the
mountainous forests of
northern California before it
reaches the Pacific Ocean.
The completion of the
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hydroelectric dam removal

project on Oct. 2 marked
a major victory for local
tribes. Through protests,
testimony and lawsuits,
the tribes showcased the
environmental devastation
caused by the dams,
especially to salmon, which
were cut off from their
historic habitat and dying in
alarming numbers because

of poor water-quality.
There have been lower
concentrations of harmful
algae blooms since the
dam removal, Toz Soto,
fisheries program manager
with the Karuk Tribe, said
during a press conference
after the dams came
down. In October, the
water temperature during
the day was an average
of 8 degrees Celsius (14
degrees Fahrenheit) cooler
compared to the same
month over the last nine
years, according to the
Klamath River Renewal
Corporation, the nonprofit
entity created to oversee
the project.

“All in all, the fish that
came up this year were
really healthy,” Soto said.
“l didn’t see fish with
bacterial infections and
things like that, so water
temperature’s already
having an impact on the
fishes’ health.”

The number of salmon that
have quickly made it into
previously inaccessible
tributaries has also been
encouraging..

Union workers picket for 3rd day at Las Vegas casino with no talks

slated

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Picketing
continued Sunday outside
a hotel-casino near the
Las Vegas Strip that
remained open with no
talks scheduled between
management and union
members striking for a new
contract.

Workers are seeking a
pay raise and benefits
comparable to pacts
reached last year at other
resorts.

The walkout by the Culinary
Workers Union laborers at
Virgin Hotels Las Vegas
comes a week before the
second annual Las Vegas
Grand Prix is due to draw
hundreds of thousands of
fans for Formula 1 racing
on the Strip and nearby
streets. It’s the first open-
ended strike since 2002 for
the largest labor union in

Members of the Culinary Workers Union picket in front of the

|

Virgin Hotels Las Vegas, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, in Las Vegas.

Nevada, which has about
60,000 members.

No new negotiations were
scheduled, said union

Associated Press
spokesperson Bethany
Khan and Terri Maruca,
media representative for
Virgin Hotels, owner of the

1,500-room property.
Maruca said the company
has fielded applications
from more than 600
prospective contract and
temporary workers since
Friday. The union pays
striking workers $500 per
week for at least five days
for picketing shifts.

Guest room attendants,
cocktail and food servers,
porters, bellmen, cooks,
bartenders and laundry
workers are among those
carrying picket signs at the
property, where workers
also staged a 48-hour job
action last May to call for
Virgin Hotels to agree to
a new five-year deal with
expanded benefits and
increased wages.

Other casinos on and off
the Strip reached deadline
agreements with the union

just before the Formula
1 race a year ago, with
contracts containing salary
increases of about 32%
over five years for tens of
thousands of workers at
properties including the
Bellagio, Paris Las Vegas,
MGM Grand and Caesars
Palace.

In a statement on Sunday,
Virgin Hotels called those

contracts “economically
unsustainable” and said
it wants a “reasonable

agreement” for its 1,710
employees. It has accused
union leaders of refusing
to engage in “meaningful
negotiations.”

Culinary Union members
last went on strike in 2002
for 10 days at the Golden
Gate hotel-casino in
downtown Las Vegas.[
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Biden becomes

rainforest

By AAMER  MADHANI,
GABRIELA SA PESSOA and
COLLEEN LONG

Associated Press

MANAUS, Brazil (AP) —
Joe Biden toured the
drought-shrunken  waters
of the Amazon River’s
greatest tributary Sunday
as the first sitting American
president to set foot in

the legendary rainforest,
while the incoming Trump
administration seems
poised to scale back
the u.s. commitment
to combating climate
change.

The massive Amazon
region, which is about

the size of Australia, stores

huge amounts of the
world’s carbon dioxide,
a greenhouse gas that
drives climate change
when it’s released into
the atmosphere. But
development is rapidly
depleting the  world’s

largest tropical rainforest,
and rivers are drying up.

Flying over a stretch of the
Amazon in a helicopter,
Biden saw severe erosion,
ships grounded inthe Negro
River tributary, and fire

2024, in Manaus, Brazil.

damage. He also passed
over a wildlife refuge and
the expansive  waters
where the Negro River joins
the Amazon. He was joined
by Carlos Nobre, a Nobel
Prize-winning scientist and
expert on how climate
change is harming the
Amazon.

Biden met indigenous
leaders — introducing
his daughter and
granddaughter to them

Marine One carrying President Joe Biden flies over the Amazon during a tour, Sunday, Nov. 17,

— and visited a museum
at the gateway to the
Amazon as he looks to
highlight his commitment
to the preservation of the
region. Three indigenous
women shook maracas
as part of a welcoming
ceremony.

“I’'m proud to become the
first sitting president to visit
the Amazon,” Biden said
before he signing a U.S.
proclamation designating

Associated Press

Nov. 17 as International
Conservation Day.

His administration
announced plans last
year for a $500 million

contribution to the Amazon
Fund, the most significant

international cooperation
effort to preserve the
rainforest, primarily

financed by Norway.

So far, the U.S. government
said it has provided $50
milion, and the White

the first sitting U.S. president to visit the Amazon

House announced Sunday
an additional $50 million
contribution to the fund.
“It’s significant for a sitting
president to visit the
Amazon. ... This shows a
personal commitment from
the president,” said Suely
Araujo, former head of
the Brazilian environmental
protection agency and
public policy coordinator
with the nonprofit Climate
Observatory. “That said,
we can’t expect concrete
results from this visit.”

She doubts that a *“single
penny” wil go to the
Amazon Fund once Donald
Trump is back in the White
House.

The incoming Trump
administration is  highly
unlikely to prioritize the
Amazon or anything
related to climate change.
The Republican president-
elect already said he
would again pull out of the
Paris agreement, a global
pact forged to avert the
threat of catastrophic
climate change, after
Biden recommitted to the
accord.(]

British prime minister says he has no plans to talk with Putin as he
reaffirms support for Ukraine

LONDON (AP) — British
Prime Minister Keir Starmer
said Sunday that he has
no plan to speak with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin as he pledged support
for Ukraine as the U.K.’s top
priority at this week’s G20
summit.

Speaking with reporters on
the way to the meeting
in Brazil, Starmer said he
wouldn’t speak to Putin as
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz did on Friday.

The call between the two
leaders, which the Kremlin
said was initiated by Ger-
many, was the first publicly
announced conversation
between Putin and a major
head of a Western power
in almost two years.
Ukrainian President VVolody-
myr Zelenskyy criticized the
call and said it would only
make Russia less isolated.

- '—

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer visits Airbus in Broughton, North Wales, Friday Nov. 15, 2024.

Ukraine’s allies fear that the
election of President-elect

Donald Trump, who has
questioned U.S. aid sent to

Associated Press

Kyiv and spoken favorably
about Putin, could alter

support from Washington,
its biggest backer

Starmer said allies have to
double down now to sup-
port Ukraine for as long as
it takes.

“We are coming up to the
1,000th day of this conflict
on Tuesday,” Starmer said.
“That’s 1,000 days of Rus-
sian aggression, 1,000 days
of huge impact and sacti-
fice in relation to the Ukrai-
nian people and recently
we’ve seen the addition of
North Korean troops work-
ing with Russians which
does have serious implica-
tions.”

The U.K. has committed
12.8 billion pounds ($16.15
billion) in aid to Ukraine
since Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion in February 2022.]
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Pope Francis calls for investigation to determine if Israel’s attacks
In Gaza constitute ‘genocide’

By GIADA ZAMPANO
Associated Press

ROME (AP) — Pope Francis
has called for an investiga-
tion to determine if Israel’s
attacks in Gaza constitute
genocide, according to
excerpts released Sunday
from an upcoming new
book ahead of the pontiff’s
jubilee year.

It’s the first time that Fran-
cis has openly urged for an
investigation of genocide
allegations over Israel’s ac-
tions in the Gaza Strip. In
September, he said Israel’s
attacks in Gaza and Leba-
non have been “immoral”
and disproportionate, and
that its military has gone
beyond the rules of war.
The book, by Hernan Reyes
Alcaide and based on in-
terviews with the Pope, is
entitted “Hope never dis-
appoints. Pilgrims towards
a better world.” It will be re-
leased on Tuesday ahead
of the pope’s 2025 jubilee.
Francis’ yearlong jubilee

is expected to bring more
than 30 million pilgrims to
Rome to celebrate the Holy
Year.

“According to some ex-
perts, what is happening
in Gaza has the character-
istics of a genocide,” the
pope said in excerpts pub-
lished Sunday by the Italian
daily La Stampa.

“We should investigate
carefully to determine
whether it fits into the tech-
nical definition formulated
by jurists and international
bodies,” he added.

Last year, Francis met sep-
arately with relatives of Is-
raeli hostages in Gaza and
Palestinians living through
the war and set off a fire-
storm by using words that
Vatican diplomats usually
avoid: “terrorism” and, ac-
cording to the Palestinians,
“genocide.”

Francis spoke at the time
about the suffering of both
Israelis and Palestinians
after his meetings, which

-
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Pope Francis delivers his speech during a mass on the occasion
of the World Day of the Poor in St. Peter’s Basilica, at the Vatican,

Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024.

were arranged before the
Israeli-Hamas hostage deal
and a temporary halt in
fighting was announced.

The pontiff, who last week
also met with a delega-
tion of Israeli hostages who
were released and their
families pressing the cam-
paign to bring the remain-
ing captives home had
editorial control over the

Associated Press
upcoming book.
The war started when the
militant Hamas group at-
tacked lIsrael on Oct. 7,
2023, kiling 1,200 people
and abducting 250 as hos-
tages and taking them
back to Gaza, where doz-
ens still remain.
Israel’s subsequent year-
long military campaign
has killed more than 43,000

people, according to Gaza
health officials, whose
count doesn’t distinguish
between civilians and fight-
ers, though they say more
than half of the dead are
women and children.

The Israel-Hamas conflict in
Gaza has triggered several
legal cases at international
courts in The Hague involv-
ing requests for arrest war-
rants as well as accusations
and denials of war crimes,
crimes against humanity
and genocide.

In the new book, Francis
also speaks about migra-
tion and the problem of
integrating migrants in their
host countries.

“Faced with this chal-
lenge, no country can be
left alone and no one can
think of addressing the issue
in isolation through more
restrictive and repressive
laws, sometimes approved
under the pressure of fear
or in search of electoral ad-
vantages,” Francis said.]

Venezuela releases from prison some of the thousands detained
after presidential election

By REGINA GARCIA CANO
and ANDRY RINCON
Associated Press
TOCUYITO, Venezuela (AP)
—Venezuela’sgovernment
on Saturday released
some of the thousands of
people who were detained
during and after deadly
protests that followed the
July presidential election.
The disputed results have
earned officials, including
President Nicolds Maduro,
international scorn.

The individuals left prison
a day after the attorney
general, who is loyal to the
ruing party, announced
the review of 225 cases
linked to the aftermath of
the election, which Maduro
and opposition candidate
Edmundo Gonzalez both
claim to have won. Tearful
reunions took place outside
prisons in various cities.

The Venezuelan-based
nongovernmental
organizations Penal Forum
and Venezuelan Prison
Observatory announced
the prison releases on

detained

People
protests against the results of the presidential election, walk out of the Yare 3 prison

during

upon their release,
X. The former confirmed
the release of at least 70
people, while the latter said
the government freed the
individuals under certain
conditions, which it did not
explain further.

Members of the armed
forces escorted down a
pedestrian bridge those
who were released from
the prison in the northern
Venezuela city of Tocuyito.

a government

in San Francisco de Yare, Venezuela, Saturday,

Some of the detainees
kneeled and raised their
arms after going down
the stairs. Two detainees
helped a third one who
could not walk on his own
and later collapsed into
the arms of a relative as
they sobbed.

“My son, thank you, Lord,
thank you!” a woman said
as she hugged her son
with one arm and lifted the

crackdown

following  anti-government

Nov. 16, 2024.
Associated Press
other to the sky.

Images shared on social
media by the Venezuelan
Prison Observatory showed
women tearfully hugging
loved ones outside
another prison in the South
American country. The
organization described the
releases as a “victory” and
demanded that all who
remain in prison for their
roles in the election and

activities in its aftermath be
freed.

Maduro’s government
has come under heavy
criticism for the election’s
lack of transparency and
the repression unleashed in
its aftermath, including the
arrests of political leaders,
lawyers, poll workers,
election volunteers and
protesters, both minors and
adults.

The protests erupted after
Venezuela’s electoral
authorities declared
Maduro had won the July
28 contest and alleged
they could not publish
precinct-level results
because their website had
been hacked. At the same
time, the main opposition
coalition announced it
had secured vote tally
sheets from more than 80%
of the electronic voting
machines used across the
country, published them
online and declared that
its candidate, Gonzéalez,
had defeated Maduro by
a landslide.(
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Starting in November 2024, Infini proudly cel-
ebrates its fourth anniversary since opening its
doors in Aruba. In these transformative years,
Infini has become a beacon of culinary inno-
vation, offering a unique dining experience
that blends tradition with creativity. Led by Chef
Urvin Croes, the restaurant has introduced 156
original recipes, welcomed over 30,200 guests,
and continually pushed the boundaries of fine
dining on the island.

Honoring Aruba’s Culinary Heritage

From the beginning, Chef Urvin Croes has
guided Infini with a mission to “discover limitless
possibilities through the art of gastronomy.” This
vision has driven the creation of menus that
showcase the flavors of the Caribbean using
the freshest local ingredients. We are proud to
partner with local farmers and suppliers, whose
dedication helps us highlight Aruba’s rich culi-

Infini Celebrates 4 Years of Culinary Excellence in Aruba

nary heritage.

Introducing Menu 12 — A New Chapter

As part of our anniversary celebration, we are
thrilled to introduce Menu 12. This new tasting
experience reflects Chef Croes’ innovative ap-
proach, using seasonal ingredients and mod-
ern techniques to honor the vibrant flavors of
the Caribbean. We invite loyal customers and
new guests alike to embark on this exciting
new chapter.

Our thanks to the community

This milestone would not be possible without
our incredible team. We extend our sincerest
gratitude to our talented chefs, dedicated ser-
vice staff, and loyal guests who have support-
ed us throughout this journey. A special thank
you to our local suppliers, whose high-quality
ingredients enhance each dish.

Join the celebration

Celebrate with us by experiencing Menu 12,
perfect for a special dinner, holiday gather-
ing, or memorable evening. Share the magic
of Infini with your loved ones through our gift
cards, offering an extraordinary experience at
the chef’s table.

Reserve your table today: +297 6993982 / res-
ervations@infiniaruba.com [}

Birds of Aruba

ca. Shore birds have started mov-
ing southwards as early as July. This
wetland beauty wants to keep its
toes warm. Our Canadian friends
know exactly where they can do
so best. A Greater Yellowlegs redis-
covering Aruba’s Bubali Wetlands.

Cabochon
In its living form of so much more
value than any gemstone. Aruba’s

ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010,
the Aruba Birdlife Conservation
was founded with the aim of pro-
tecting the biodiversity in general
and birds in and around Aruba in
particular.

Among other things, the founda-
tion will focus on increasing the
survival chances of species of wild

birds by promoting their preserva-
tion and conservation. The foun-
dation publishes the most beautiful
pictures of local birds on their so-
cial media that show us the beauty
of Aruba’s birds and nature in gen-
eral. Aruba Today gives you a little
peek with the following pictures
and descriptions from the founda-
tions Facebook page.

The Great Egret

Serenity in Aruba’s National Park, a
Great Egret flying in peace. When
it is peaceful and quite, beautiful
things start happening in nature.

Canadian in the house
The breeding season is over and it’s
getting pretty cold in North Ameri-

smallest and most master of flight.
A top pollinator. A hovering Blenchi
inspecting the human who just en-
tered his territory.

English: Blue-tailed Emerald (male)
Dutch: Blauwstaartsmaragdkolibrie
(mannetje).

Aruba’s
protect.

to enjoy. Aruba’s to
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This season, Caya House invites
guests to discover a cocktail
menu that blends unique flavors
from Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean into every drink. Under
the direction of mixologist David
Posada, each cocktail at Caya
House tells a story, designed to
take guests on a sensory journey
that captures the vibrant essence
of the region through every ingre-
dient.

“At Caya, we believe cocktails
are more than just drinks. They’re
an opportunity to experience the
distinctive flavors and aromas of
our lands,” says David Posada,
mixologist. Each cocktail is crafted
with precision, combining modern
and traditional techniques with
exotic fruits, spices, and artisanal
spirits.

Among the menu favorites are:

e Warawara: A refreshing mix of
Caravella orancello, Sloe gin,
pumpkin spice, and banana
syrup, served over spear ice.
This cocktail evokes the es-
sence of autumn in the trop-
ics.

Cocktails with a Story:
Caya House Brings a Unique Flavor Experience to Aruba
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Tu Corazon: A standout drink

with  acai-infused cacha-
ca and a hint of raw sugar,
topped with a crisp slice of
red beet for a unique, earthy
finish.

Un Recuerdo: A bold fusion of
mezcal with tree tomato, but-
ter infused with parmesan and
shitake, green tea cordial,
and green chartreuse. Perfect
for those looking for a robust,
one-of-a-kind experience.

Caya House also features its sig-
nature Lulada, made with Flor de
Cafia rum infused with lulo, con-
densed milk, and lime leather—
a perfect balance of sweetness
and freshness for those seeking a
tropical twist.

These cocktails are part of the
“Caya Experience,” with a wider
variety of options for guests to ex-
plore, notes David, highlighting

the creativity behind each one.
With this unique offering, Caya
House continues to stand out as
an iconic destination for those in
search of authentic Caribbean
flavors in Aruba.

Caya House invites alike to enjoy
this innovative cocktail menu in
the heart of Palm Beach, Aruba.
Each drink is a celebration of Lat-
in-Caribbean culture and flavor!_]

The Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins and its history

(Oranjestad)—The Bushiri-

histories of the island: The dates back to 1725, when

bana Gold Mill Ruins is one
of the most visited places
by tourists on the island,
as it lies along the north-
ern coast line near the mini
pool and on the way to the
Natural Bridge. Despite its
seemingly plain appear-
ance, this ruin represents
one of the most important

Aruban Gold Rush.

Built in 1872 by English com-
pany Aruba Island Gold
Mining Company Ltd, the
gold mill at Bushiribana
was constructed in the
area where most gold was
found by locals. The story
of gold on Aruba actually

a first exploration for gold
on the island was commis-
sioned by the Dutch West
India Company. Under the
leadership of Mr. Paulus
Printz, a three-year search
was conducted on Aruba,
to no avail. Though they
found some gold, it was
enough to motivate a fur-
ther search, and the assign-

immediate actions,
informed Curacao

Administration Buildings at Gold-plant
\J

involved grinding the rocks
and letting the dust be

and
that

ment was discontinued by
Printz himself.

It wasn’t until 100 years lat-
er, in 1824, when a young
boy found a lump of gold
while out herding his fa-
ther’s sheep. His father took
it to a local merchant who
then sold the lump for $70.
Unbeknownst to the boy
and his father, they quite
literally struck gold, and
as word got out, a gold
fever spread among the
locals who started search-
ing for more gold. About 25
pounds worth was found.

At the same time, the Aru-
ban government took

gold was found. At first,
everyone could look for
gold, as long as they sold
it to the government. How-
ever, after some time, the
government decided to
implement stricter rules and
banned local search par-
ties.

Over the years, conces-
sion-holding had seen dif-
ferent companies from
around the world, all of
which used primitive meth-
ods to dig and carve out
gold from the rocks. Aruba
Island Gold Mining Compa-
ny Ltd. was no different, but
used a unique method that

blown away by the strong

northeast wind, leaving
clumps of gold behind. The
next step was melting the
gold and letting it attach
to quicksilver in order to
obtain pure gold. All these
processes were done at
the Bushiribana Gold Mill.

The gold mill itself had a
short life-span: only 10 years
in service, but its structure
remained relatively solid till
this day, and is now a his-
torical remnant..

Sources: Etnia Nativa & gold-
mineranch.com.
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Place names in San Nicolas and their origins

(Oranjestad)--If you’re ever taking
a tour of Aruba, San Nicolas would
definitely be on your itinerary.
From relaxing on the white, san-
dy beaches of Baby and Roger’s
Beach, to exploring the prehistoric
caves of Quadirikiri and Fontein,
you are taking in a full view of what
San Nicolas has to offer. But did
you know that you are also passing
through areas whose names have
historical origins? Here are a few
place names in San Nicolas and
their origin story.

Sero Colorado
On your way to Baby or Roger’s
Beach, you’ll pass by the famous
Red Anchor at what was once the
entrance to the Colony residential
community and be greeted with
red soiled hills by the coast. This is
Sero Colorado. Named after the
30-meter, deep red, limestone hill,

B o

“Sero Colorado” translates to “Col-
ored Hill”. Sero Colorado has deep
historical ties with the once-thriving
phosphate industry in the area.
Matter of fact, there are still under-
ground shafts and passages deep
in Sero Colorado from the time of
phosphate mining. In 1958, the re-
finery at the time, Lago, adopted
this name for the residential section
of its employees.

Vader Piet
Another well visited area, Vader
Piet is located in the Arikok Na-
tional Park. Recognizable sites
within this area includes the Wind
Mills and the Quadirikiri Cave. The

origin of this name is part historical
and speculation, as there are slight
deviations from what actually hap-
pened.

In 1829, Pieter Lampe was a plant-
er and the person responsible for
governing this remote area. As the
story goes, Pieter was well known
and beloved for his kindness and
good treatment of his employees,
and was therefore also called Va-
der Piet (Father Piet). However, he
was tragically murdered—some
speculate at the hands of a slave.
For his work and good heart, the
area was named after him.

San Nicolas
Of course we can’t forget San
Nicolas itself. Much like Vader Piet,
the origin of the name San Nicolas
has so far two different accounts.
In the literal sense, “San Nicolas”

translates to “Saint Nicolas”, lead-
ing many to believe that this district
was named after a Spanish saint.
Though one account does support
this with the theory that the district
was named after the saint by Span-
ish colonizers, the other account is
much less divine, but does refer to
an influential figure in the area.

Nicolaas van der Biest was a suc-
cessful landowner during the time
of the phosphate boom in late
19th century Aruba. Back then,
landowners (most, if not all of them
men) were referred to as “Shon” by
their subordinates. So, the district
was originally named after Shon
Nicolaas. Over time, the name
evolved into what is now San Nico-

las. 4

Source: “Aruba: Short History”
by Dr. J. Hartog.

Adriaan Laclé

One of Aruba’s richest men in the twentieth century

n

(Oranjestad)—The name Adriaan Laclé
may ring a bell to locals as one of the big-
ger roads on the island, but about a cen-
tury ago, Adriaan Laclé was a rich busi-
nessman, well-known for his generosity,
wealth, and taste.

Adriaan was born in 1866 and was the
eldest of six children. Not much is known

about his childhood upbringing or any 7

of his earlier business ordeals, but during
his hay day he often helped people get
loans, was a well-established trader, and
owned aCarmen manor—now a restau-
rant. Though he himself never lived in the
beautiful manor, his own house also re-
flected his success and good taste. Today
his house still stands in good condition and
can be found in the back streets of main
street Oranjestad.

Regarding his personal life, it has been
said that he was married twice during his
lifetime. He had his first daughter during
his first marriage but lost his wife soon after
her birth. During his second marriage, he
fathered 16 children. However, it has been
said that only 11 of those 17 made it past
18 years of age. Perhaps two of his most
well-known daughters are Maria Monica
Laclé and Maria Veneranda Laclé, who
went on to marry successful brothers Eloy
Arends and Maximilian Arends, respec-
tively. Their houses are still standing; Eloy
and Maria Monica’s mansion functions as
a townhall, used to host civii marriages,
while Maximilian and Maria Veneranda’s
house stands on the opposite side of the
road to them—though currently under ren-
ovation after years left in ruin. (4

Source: De Kolibrie op de Rots

(en meer over de geschiedenis van Aruba)

by Evert Bongers.

i For Sale

Asking Price:
USD 1.200.000.-

NEGOTIABLEIN
A 2-story House with
5 Bedrooms and 4
Bathrooms a nice pool
area. In a good
neighborhood in front
of the Marriott Hotel.

For more information
whatsapp: 5941317
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Today is going to be a good day

(Oranjestad)—Here’s why: Aruba Today col-
lected some things to do BEYOND the beach.
Yes, we know. Aruba, located 15 miles north
of Venezuela in the warm waters of the south-
ern Caribbean, is home to beautiful white-sand
beaches, 82-degree days, and thus ideal for
the perfect beach day. But we are also blessed
with some of the warmest people in the world
and our island is 19.6 miles long and 6 miles
across, with a total area of 70 square miles. Bit
more to discover than the white stretch on the
coastline we say. Let’s mention some of these
hidden gems.

Nature Calls

The Arikok National park is worth the ride. We
love the hikes that are guided by the park’s
rangers whose job is to maintain trails and pro-
tect natural resources. The flora and fauna are
beautiful and the historical sites tell you about
the island’s indigenous roots. The guided tours
are even free of charge. If you are not up to
walking, you can drive through the park, one
way or another this park is a great place to
spend an entire day. Cruising through the land-
scape you end up at some of the most stunning
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara Beach. In
Total the park consists of 7907 acres protected
nature with a richness of animails living in it. The
Aruban whiptalil lizard (cododo), Aruban cat
eye snake (santanero) and endangered rattle
snake (cascabel) are just some of them, you
can also admire these close in the park’s Visi-
tors’ Center. For more information, visit the web-
site www.arubanationalpark.org

Philip's Animal Garden

To stay with the animals, let’s hop to an amaz-
ing place. Something different to do, an expe-
rience that is to be enjoyed by people of all
ages. Welcome to Philip’s Animal Garden. We
are not talking about a zoo here, this is actu-
ally a sanctuary for all types of creatures, from

horses to peacocks, kangaroos to turtles, mon-
keys, goats, and many, many more different
species. The place was founded in 2009 and it is
the only organization rescuing and rehabilitat-
ing exotic animals in Aruba, which has resulted
in an amazing collection of these animals. They
provide a suitable living environment for all
the rescued animals. Up until now the owner,
Philip, has built this shelter with his own efforts;
building all the cages from scratch, designing
all structures and welding them with his own
bare hands. His goal is to upgrade the facilities
to a world-class animal shelter with veterinary
care and round-the-clock staffs. With the input
from the Aruban community and visitors they
provide the best care for these animals. Please
check out their website for more information:
www.philipsanimalgarden.com.

The Lighthouse

No, you would not think of this as a hidden gem.
The California Lighthouse is actually one of the
most known highlights in Aruba and many re-
peated guests most probably took the ride up-
hill already. But, there is a significant change to
this tower. Since September 2016 you can climb
the top. In 2015 Stichting Monumentenfonds
started the restoration of the California Light-
house. The project finished in September 2016
and the Lighthouse is now open for visitors to
enjoy the beautiful view from the top. The con-
struction of the California Lighthouse started in
1915. The name ‘California’ came from a vessel
of the West India Company and Pacific Steam-
ship Co. called “California’ that shipwrecked in
the area in 1891. Therefore they came up with
the idea of building a lighthouse that could in-
dicate the island’s eastern tip to ships with its
light. www.arubalighthouse.com will give you
more information.

Kayak in the Mangroves

Mangel Halto at Savaneta is definitely a place
not to miss out on. The beautiful beach with the
natural mangroves is simply a beauty, but if you

are into a more active way to enjoy the nature:
take a kayak. While you are doing some work-
out -as it might get a little windy and rough-,
you will see the island from a different perspec-
tive. You can even make a stop to do some
snorkeling at the reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and for
sure something else. There are several compa-
nies that offer kayak tours, we had good expe-
rience with The Shack Kayak Tours Aruba, find
them on Facebook.

Take an “off-road” sightseeing tour

A must-do activity on the island is for sure tak-
ing an off-road sightseeing tour. If you have a
rented car, you can drive through the north-
eastern side of Aruba and explore the natural
pools, caves, rock formations and gorgeous
view of the Atlantic Ocean. To access most of
these sights, like the natural pool (Conchi) and
the Guadirikiri and Fontein caves, you must en-
ter through the Arikok National Park and buy a
day pass. Then you drive up the rugged road
that leads you through the white dunes, caves
and along the wind turbines. Other locations,
like the Ayo and Casibari Rock formation are
situated more in the center of the island, and
are free for guests, 24 hours a day.

Go for a shopping spree in the city center

Need a new bathing suit? Head to the city
center of Oranjestad, where there is countless
of different stores—both high end and more af-
fordable—that can offer you the service you
deserve! Local shopping stores often offer a
more affordable price, and have a variety of
clothes, shoes, bathing suites, purses and more.
Along the Royal Plaza strip, there are numerous
jewelry stores with great quality jewelry. In the
Renaissance mall, you can shop high-end luxu-
ry brands, like Dolce & Gabbana, Kate Spade,
Louis Vuitton and more.

Around the high-rise hotel area near Palm
Beach, the Paseo Herencia Mall contain a va-
riety of shopping stores, restaurants, small food
stands and even a movie theater! [
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Snakes you may encounter on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—If you have ever or will ever go
off-roading on the island, you may encounter
three types of snakes that are dominant on the
island. The Cascabel, Santanero and Boa differ
from each other in a couple ways, and local
perspective on each one may help you under-
stand what you need to do if you ever were to
encounter one during your touring session on
the island.

Cascabel
(Crotalus unicolor)

The small Cascabel or Aruba Island Rattlesnake
averages 70 cm in length. The body color is
often uniform gray or light brown. There may
be a faint pattern of diamond shaped mark-
ings on the back. This pattern is most notice-
able on younger snakes. The most distinctive
feature of this snake is the rattle at the end of
its tail which makes a buzzing sound when the
snake is alarmed. Cascabels are shy and not
aggressive, but their venom can be dangerous
to humans. In fact, it’s the only venomous snake
native to the island. It is best to leave this snake
alone. Do not attempt to catch or kil it, as it
could not only be dangerous, but this snake is
also endemic to the island, and its preservation
has become a legal mandate for all residents
and visitors.

Cascabels hunt by waiting under bushes and
fruiting trees to catch passing lizards, mice, rats,
small rabbits, and an occasional bird. This is of-
ten considered to be one of the rarest rattle-

snakes in the world. The range of the Cascabel
is restricted to the rugged and mountainous ar-
eas of the island mostly within Arikok National
Park. The Arikok National Park was designated
in the early 1980s to include most of the rattle-
snake’s population, providing a safe refuge in
which the snake can be protected and moni-
tored. The government has also implemented
outreach and education initiatives to change
local perception of the snake and highlight
its ecological and economic importance - it
is now being promoted as a national symbol.
Arikok’s partnership with the Toledo zoo has
safeguarded the rattlesnake ex-situ and led to
a number of research projects collecting criti-
cal data on the Cascabel’s abundance, life
history and habitat requirement to help guide
future conservation efforts.

Santanero

The slender Santanero or Aruban Cat-eyed
Snake is a small fella, typically less than 50 cm
long. This snake is recognizable by the large
scales on the top of its head and by its pat-
tern of dark brown bands alternating with light
brown bands. The belly is plain white or cream
colored without any markings. Native as well to
the island, this snake is shy and not aggressive.
However, it has enlarged teeth at the back of its
mouth and mild venom which is not dangerous
to humans, but can paralyze small lizards and
frogs. Santaneros are most active at night when
they search for food. During the day, they hide
under rocks or leaves. They frequently climb
trees and cactus. Santaneros eat toads, frogs,
insects, and lizards. You may find Santaneros
near dams during periods of rainy weather or
crossing roads at night. This snake is found is-
land wide. A Santanero in your garden will keep
away the unwanted insects. If you encounter a
Santanero around your garden, please do not
harm this species.

Boa (Boa constrictor)
Boas are Aruba’s largest snakes. The longest
Boa found on the island was slightly less than
3 m. Newborn Boas average 35 cm. Boas are
not venomous but are what is called constrictor

LocA

eSSy

N =

1 ( {’ ]
. ¢ S
snakes; they kill by wrapping themselves around
a prey and suffocating them. The most distinc-
tive feature of a Boa is its pattern of dark brown
and tan blotches which become red toward
the tail. The belly in white or cream colored
with numerous black spots. Boas are excellent
climbers and may be found in trees and cac-
tus. Boas also hide in the leaves under bushes
waiting to catch prey that pass. Boas catch
their prey with their teeth and then constrictit in
their coils. The Boa’s diet consists of birds, lizards,
rats, mice, and rabbits. Large Boas have been
known to eat small goats and chickens. When
threatened, Boas will hiss loudly.

Boas are a non-native species and are invasive
to the island, risking the population of native liz-
ards and birds. The first Boas were reported on
the island in 1999. Since that time they have
been found across the entire island in all types
of habitats. If you ever encounter a Boa, please
do not approach it. Instead, please call the
Arikok National Park, as they are experienced
in handling Boas.[]
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Cryptoquote:

TO LOVE ONE

ANOTHER JUST MAY BE THE FIGHT OF OUR
T TVES. — AMANDA GORMAN

Cruise ship Schedule: November 11 - 21 2024

| ARR | | DEPT | | BERTH |

| MON | | 11| | CELEBRITY ECLIPSE 08.00 | | 21.00 B 1

CARNIVAL PRIDE 09.00 | | 22.00 c 1

| TUE | | 12| | CARNIVAL HORIZON 08.00 | | 22.00 [ 1

CELEBRITY ASCENT 11.30 | | 21.00 I 1

FREEWINDS 06.00 | | **** E 1

| WED | | 13| | ENCHANTED PRINCESS 08.00 | | 18.00 B 1

CELEBRITY REFLECTION 10.30 | | 21.00 c 1
| FRI | | 15| | EMERALD PRINCESS | [09.00] [2200| | ¢ | [1]
| sun | [17]| | FREEWINDS - DEPT. ] [***+] [223s] [ € | [ -]
| TUE | [19] [ cARNIVAL MAGIC ‘ 09.00 | \ 22.00 c | [1]
| FREEWINDS 06.00 | | ***+ E | [ 1]
| THU | | 21| | GRANDEUROFTHESEAS | |08.00| (2000 | ¢ | | 1 |

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basicbut im-
portant information that we
think may come in handy
to Aruba’s visitors.

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply
voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-

lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other
establishments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO'’s international
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to
buy bottled water from the
store.

Beautiful Latin Girls
Pick-up & Delivery

© +297 565- 9535
WWW.PLEASUREINARUBAL

Supermarket hours
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Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or
10pm, Monday through
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

Safety

Since February 2024, Aru-
ba has been categorized
as the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs,
so keep yourself and your
belongings safe.
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A gold pocket watch given to the captain who res-
cued Titanic survivors sells for a record price

By BRIAN MELLEY
Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — A gold
pocket watch given to the
ship captain who rescued
700 survivors from the Titan-
ic sold at auction for nearly
$2 million, setting a record
for memorabilia from the
ship wreck.

The 18-carat Tiffany & Co.
watch was given by three
women survivors to Capt.
Arthur Rostron for diverting
his passenger ship, the RMS
Carpathia, to save them
and others after the Titanic
struck an iceberg and sank
in the north Atlantic on its
maiden voyage in 1912.
Auctioneers Henry Aldridge
and Son, who sold the
watch to a private collec-
tor in the United States on
Saturday for 1.56 million
British pounds, said it’s the
most paid for a piece of
Titanic memorabilia. The
price includes taxes and
fees paid by the buyer.
The watch was given to
Rostron by the widow of
John Jacob Astor, the rich-
est man to die in the disas-
ter, and the widows of two
other wealthy businessmen
who went down with the
ship.

Astor’s pocket watch,
which was on his body
when it was recovered
seven days after the ship
sank, had previously set the
record for the highest price
paid for a Titanic keepsake,
fetching nearly $1.5 million
(1.127 milion pounds) from
the same auction house in

This undated photo made available by Henry Aldridge and
Son shows a gold pocket watch that was given to Capt. Arthur
Rostron, captain of RMS Carpathia that rescued 700 survivors of

April.

Auctioneer Andrew Al-
dridge said the fact that
Titanic memorabilia has set
two records this year dem-
onstrates the enduring fas-
cination with the story and
the value of the dwindling
supply and high demand
for ship artifacts.

“Every man, woman and
child had a story to tell, and
those stories are told over a
century later through the
memorabilia,” he said.
Rostron was hailed a hero
for his actions the night the
Titanic sank and his crew
was recognized for their
bravery.

The Carpathia was sail-
ing from New York to the
Mediterranean Sea when
a radio operator heard a
distress call from the Titanic
in the early hours of April
15, 1912 and woke Rostron
in his cabin. He turned his

usl!

the Titanic.
Associated Press

boat around and headed
at full steam toward the
doomed vessel, navigat-
ing through ice bergs to
get there.

By the time the Carpathia
arrived, the Titanic had
sunk and 1,500 people per-
ished. But the crew located
20 lifeboats and rescued
more than 700 passengers

and took them back to
New York.

Rostron was awarded the
U.S. Congressional Gold
Medal by President William
Howard Taft and was later
knighted by King George
V.

Madeleine Astor, who had
been helped into a lifeboat
by her husband, presented
the watch to Rostron at a
luncheon at her mansion
on Fifth Avenue,]
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $34,000

2 Bed Oceanside $24,000

2 Bed Ocean view $22,500

2 Bed Garden view $17,500
3 Bed Ocean view $34,000
WK 51 Ocean view $65,000
WK 52 Ocean View $65,000
WK 7 and 14 - all views

GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $18,000
2 Bed Oceanside $14,000

2 Bed Ocean view $13,500
2 Bed Garden view $12,000
3 Bed Ocean view $30,000

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $45,000

2 Bed Ocean view $29,000

1 Bed Ocean front $21,000

1 Bed Ocean View $17,000

GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $20,500
2 Bed Ocean view $15,000
1 Bed Oceanfront $13,000
1 Bed Ocean View $11,500

** Destination Points $4.50 per
point

We are the #1

Rental Timeshare
agent for Aruba!

We also RENT Aruba weeks for
owners, Contact us to BUY,
SELL or RENT any timeshare
property.

Contact:
stephanier(@conciergerealty.com

888-888-2204 Ext 104

Website:
www.conciergerealty.com
Broker: Stephanie Reidel

www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottArubaSurf/

www.facebook com/groups/MarriottAruba/Ocean

HEALTH

“%"

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Kibrahacha: Tel.583 4908
San Nicolas:

Aloe:Tel.584 4606

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAX| SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

Al Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
Aruba Airport 524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

IAruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Packers block potential game-winning field goal, edge

Bears 20-19

By The Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) — Jordan
Love ran for a go-ahead
touchdown in the closing
minutes, and the Green
Bay Packers hung on to
beat the Chicago Bears
20-19 on Sunday when Karl
Brooks blocked Cairo San-
tos’ 46-yard field goal at-
tempt as time expired.

The Packers (7-3) made just
enough plays to avoid fall-
ing farther behind Detroit
and Minnesota in the NFC
North and beat the last-
place Bears (4-6) for the
11th straight time, the lon-
gest streak by either team
in the storied rivalry.

Love put Green Bay on top
20-19 when he scored from
the 1 with 2:59 left. That
touchdown was set up by
a 60-yard pass to Christian
Watson, who got up after
making a lunging catch
and ran all the way to the
14. The 2-point conversion
failed.

Green Bay then sacked Ca-
leb Williams on the first two
plays of the next possession.
The Bears regrouped and
drove all the way to the 28,
only to end a chaotic week
with their fourth straight loss
when Brooks got through
the center of the line and
blocked Santos’ kick.

The Bears fired offensive
coordinator Shane Wal-
dron on Tuesday and re-
placed him with passing
game coordinator Thomas
Brown, hoping to spark a
unit that ranks among the
worst in the NFL.

STEELERS 18, RAVENS 16
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Chiris
Boswell tied a franchise re-
cord with six field goals and
Pittsburgh limited Lamar
Jackson and the NFL’s top-
ranked offense in a victory
over Baltimore.

The Steelers (8-2) won their
fifth straight behind Boswell
and a defense that never
let Jackson, Derrick Henry
or the rest of the offense
get into a rhythm, opening
up a little breathing room
atop the AFC North.
Baltimore (7-4) was held to
season lows in points and
yards (329) while commit-
ting 12 penalties and turn-
ing the ball over three times
— each miscue leading to

Green Bay Packers’

'19_'4 i ZhEY
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Karl Brooks blocks a field goal attempt of Chicago Bears’ Cairo

)

Santos during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024, in Chicago.

a Boswell field goal — as
Pittsburgh won for the sev-
enth time in its last eight
meetings in a rivalry that
remains as chippy as ever.
Jackson completed just 16
of 33 for 207 yards with a
touchdown and an inter-
ception. He hit Zay Flow-
ers for a 16-yard score with
1:06 left to get the Ravens
within two but the 2-point
conversion attempt was a
mess. Jackson rolled to his
left, tried to run then pulled
up and threw a prayer to
no one in particular that fell
incomplete.

LIONS 52, JAGUARS 6
DETROIT (AP) — Jared Goff
threw two of his four touch-
down passes to Amon-Ra
St. Brown, David Mont-
gomery and Jahmyr Gibbs
combined for three rush-
ing touchdowns, as Detroit
routes Jacksonville.

The NFC-leading Lions (9-
1) have won eight straight
and nine of their first 10
games in a season for the
first time since 1934.
Detroit’s winning margin of
46 points was the largest
in franchise history, and it
handed Jacksonville its big-
gest-ever defeat. The Lions
also set a franchise record
in total yards with 644.

The Jaguars (2-9) have lost
four consecutive games for
the second time this season
and 14 of 17 since last year,
a series of slumps that may
cost coach Doug Pederson

his job.

SAINTS 35, BROWNS 14

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Tay-
som Hill capped a 138-yard,
three-touchdown  perfor-
mance on the ground with
a 75-yard scoring run, and
New Orleans improved to
2-0 under interim coach
Darren Rizzi with a victory
over Cleveland.

Hil’s two other touchdowns
went for 10 and 33 yards —
the second on fourth and
short — to more than bal-
ance out his two turnovers
on an interception and
fumble. The 34-year-old
Hill also moved into ninth
place in franchise history
with 44 total TDs, four be-
hind receiver Eric Martin.
Hill also completed an 18-
yard pass and returned a
kickoff 42 yards.

Derek Carr passed for 248
yards and two touchdowns
for New Orleans (4-7), high-
lighted by Marquez Valdes-
Scantling’s 71-yard catch
and run on a short crossing
route.

Jameis Winston passed for
395 yards and two TDs for
the Browns (2-8) in his return
to the city he called home
for the previous four NFL
seasons.

RAMS 28, PATRIOTS 22
FOXBOROUGH, Mass (AP)
— Matthew Stafford threw
for 295 yards and four
touchdowns, including a
69-yard score to Cooper
Kupp on the second play

Associated Press
of the second half to help
Los Angeles pull away and
beat New England.

New England trailed 14-10
after Rams kicker Joshua
Karty’s 26-yard field-goal
attempt at the end of the
first half clanged off the
right upright. Los Ange-
les received the kick to
start the second half, and
on second down Stafford
found Kupp near midfield;
Patriots cornerback Jona-
than Jones dove for the
pass and missed, leaving
no one between Kupp and
the end zone.

The Patriots drove into Los
Angeles territory, with a first-
and-goal from the Rams 5,
but settled for a field goal.
On the Rams’ next posses-
sion, Stafford found Colby
Parkinson in the corner of
the end zone to make it 28-
13.

A missed extra point and a
false start on fourth-and-1
doomed two Patriots’ at-
tempts to come back.
New England got the ball
back at its own 10 with
2:14 left and one timeout
for one last try, but Kam-
ren Kinchens intercepted
Drake Maye toice it.
DOLPHINS 34, RAIDERS 19
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP)
— Tua Tagovailoa threw
three touchdown passes,
De’Von Achane ran for a
score, and Miami beat Las
Vegas to win their second
straight game.

It was another strong vic-
tory for the Dolphins (4-6),
who have not matched
their offensive fireworks
from last season but are
coming off a gritty Monday
night win over the Rams.
The Raiders (2-8) lost their
sixth straight game.
Tagovailoa led the Dol-
phins down the field with
long, methodical drives —
three of them more than
seven minutes — that all
ended in scores, as Miami
scored 30 points for the first
time this season.
Tagovailoa completed 28
of 36 passes for 288 yards
with touchdowns of 1 and
57 yards to tight end Jonnu
Smith, and an 8-yard TD
to receiver Tyreek Hill. Hill
caught seven passes for
61 yards and has scored in
consecutive games for the
first time this season. Smith
had a season-high 101
yards receiving.

The Raiders trailed 24-14
in the fourth quarter after
Achane ran for a 2-yard
score that added to his 17
carries for 73 yards.

COLTS 28, JETS 27

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP)
— Anthony Richardson ran
for a 4-yard touchdown, his
second of the game, with
46 seconds left in his return
to the starting role to lift In-
dianapolis to a victory over
Aaron Rodgers and New
York.

With the Jets leading 27-
22 after Anders Carlson’s
35-yard field goal with 2:41
remaining, Richardson —
benched for two games
in favor of Joe Flacco —
marched the Colts down
the field.

He connected with Alec
Pierce for 39 yards and then
Josh Downs for 17 yards to
put the ball at the 10. Three
plays later, Richardson took
off to the right and ran into
the end zone for the go-
ahead score. Jonathan
Taylor was stuffed on the
2-point try — giving Rodg-
ers and the Jets one last
chance, but with no time-
outs left.

Rodgers was sacked by
Kwity Paye and fumbled
on the first play, but the Jets
recovered.]
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Sinner opens up about his doping case after beating Fritz for ATP
Finals trophy before his home fans

By ANDREW DAMPF

AP Sports Writer

TURIN, Italy (AP) — Sleep-
less nights. Constant
thoughts of what went
wrong — and how it could
have been prevented.
Jannik Sinner opened up
about his ongoing dop-
ing case after beating U.S.
Open runner-up Taylor Fritz
6-4, 6-4 on Sunday for the
ATP Finals trophy before his
home fans.

Sinner tested positive in
two separate drug tests
in March and a decision
to clear him of wrongdo-
ing was appealed by the
World Anti-Doping Agency
in September. A final ruling
is expected from the Court
of Arbitration for Sport early
next year.

Sinner’s explanation was
that the banned perfor-
mance-enhancer entered
his system unintentionally
through a massage from
his physiotherapist, who
had used a spray contain-
ing the steroid to treat his
own cut finger.

“'ve kept on thinking
about where we went
wrong and what we could
have done better,” Sin-
ner said in ltalian. “l had
days where | wasn’t feeling
great; nights when | didn’t
sleep well.

“But when | put my hat on,
| don’t think about what’s
going on beyond the
court,” Sinner added. “I'm
fortunate to have people
around me who keep me
stable. Thanks to them
we’ve continued to work
hard every day like there’s
no tomorrow and we’ve
even improved in this pe-
riod.”

Sinner’s performance has
approached domination
lately

Sinner’s victory in Turin was
the latest big achievement
in a year full of them fol-
lowing his first two Grand
Slam titles at the Australian
Open and U.S. Open and
clinching the year-end No.
1 ranking.

Sinner has won 26 of his last
27 matches and ends the
ATP season with eight titles
and an overall record of
70-6.

“The work will never stop.

against Taylor Fritz of the United States at the Inalpi Arena, in Turin, Italy, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024.

We know we still have room
for improvement,” Sinner
said. “But it’s been an in-
credible season and there’s
no beftter place to finish the
season than here.”

Sinner also beat Fritz in
the US Open final and the
group stage

Sinner maintained his re-
cent mastery over Fritz,
having also beaten the

Associated Press
American in the U.S. Open
final in September and in
the group stage this week
at the elite event for the
year’s top eight players.
By sweeping all five of his

matches en route to the
trophy, Sinner earned $4.8
million — the largest win-
ner’s prize on the men’s
tour.

Sinner became the first Ital-
ian to win the finals and he
went one step further than
last year, when he lost the
championship match to
Novak Djokovic, who with-
drew this time. And he did
so without dropping a set
— which was last accom-
plished by Ivan Lendl in
1986.

“l just tried to understand
whatever works best for
each opponent,” Sinner
said. “It was a very high-
level tournament from my
side. At times, | couldn’t
play better.”( ]
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of Costa Linda Beach Resort
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find!

Palm Beach - When you think
of a restaurant that pleases the
needs of a whole family or a
large group of people with all
different tastes? Think Water’s
Edge Restaurant. Located at
the shore of Aruba’s most won-
derful beach, The Eagle Beach
Aruba. Water's Edge Restau-
rant is guaranteed to serve you
a fantastic magical night to re-
member. Whether you prefer to
enjoy the view from indoors air
conditioned comfort, outdoors in
the soft tropical breeze or under
a palapa with your toes in the
sand. This spectacular restaurant
offers the best ocean view sun-
set or sky full of stars dinner while
the crispy Caribbean night wind
caresses your face and plays
with your hair.

From the minute you arrive there
will be a great staff welcoming
you with the most contagious
smiles and warmth. The intense
menu with a great variety of ap-
petizers, main courses and deli-
cious desserts will not disappoint.
Seafood, Steaks and interna-
tional favorites. All on one menu
specially made just for you.

Culinary Voyage
Start your gastronomic jour-

ney with a scrumptious ap-
petizer such as the Maryland
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy
Calamari or the mouthwatering
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp.
You can also opt for a classic

French Onion Soup, a Lobster
Bisque or the famously Water’s
Edge House Wedge, a crisp
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce
topped with homemade blue
cheese dressing, diced toma-
toes, chopped bacon, caramel-
ized pecans and blue cheese
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic
reduction. This followed by the
Chef’s special of seafood such
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned
and grilled, topped with lemon
cilantro butter and served with
homemade mashed potatoes
and fresh asparagus, a nice
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet-
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will
have their fix with choices of a
devourable 220z. Bone-In “Tom-
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in
garlic infused oil and finished in
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our
steaks options are seasoned with
a blend of kosher salt and freshly
cracked black pepper. Served
with homemade mashed pota-
toes, seasoned vegetables and
a choice of red wine reduction,
green peppercorn demi glace,
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue
cheese butter. For extra sides the
options are delectable. Fresh as-
paragus, seasonal vegetables,
mashed or baked potatoes, fries
or rice and beans. Combine
your personal choice with one of
the most exclusive wine from the
great selection of international
wines to compliment your dish.
Kids will enjoy every item of the
specially compiled kids menu
and there are also optional dish-
es for all vegans, vegetarians
and gluten-free guests. To end
the culinary voyage with some
luscious sweetness, the desserts
are wild. From a piece of coco-
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot
cake, chocolate brownie or our
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and
amaretto served with choco-
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not
to mention the fresh and light
piece of key lime pie.

Creating memories

If you are planning a birthday
dinner, here you will receive a
nice bottle of champagne to
take home with you to extend
your experience even further
whether on the beach or your
own private balcony.

Live entertainment

Just about every day of the
week, there is a different live
entertainment by the best local
artists for you to enjoy. Whether
you’re in a romantic mood, or
more in a swinging mood, there
is absolutely a night especially
for you where you can combine
great music with delicious cock-
tails mixed with concoctions. In
addition, Water’s Edge offers
three daily Happy Hours from
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again
from 9pm-10pm with all premium
brands specially priced.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Whether you join us for breakfast,
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed
and inspirational dining experi-
ence overlooking the beautiful
Eagle Beach with spectacular
ocean views. Gather with friends
and family for drinks and appe-
tizers or a night of pampering
and relaxation.

AND INDULGE IN THE ULTIMATE CARIBBEAN EXPERIENCE
www.costalinda-aruba.com

ation with this amazing experience in the heart

Thank you to all our guests
From the bottom of our hearts,
we would like to Thank all of
our guests who showed us
so much love and support
all throughout the year, and
hopefully will continue to do so
in the years to come. What we
are most grateful for is that we
could get back to doing what
we love, which is looking after
our guests. So, thank you for
every dinner, lunch, breakfast,
every to-go order, every glass
of wine, every birthday, an-
niversary and date-night that
you spent with us this last year.
To our new guests, Welcome!
We hope you to see you back
soon!

73‘\ WATER’S EDGE

RESTAURANT & BAR

“Water’s Edge Restaurant is
where magnificent beach views,
amazing food and excellent
service come together.”

Water’s Edge is open daily from
8am - 11pm

To reserve your table please
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or
direct line +297 586-9494

For more information about
the menus, entertainment and
hours, please visit the website
watersedge-aruba.com



